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Finally, on January 19, the 8th Armored Brigade and the 52d Lowland
Division were able to launch their drive eastward through Susteren toward

Heinsberg. Tanks slipped and slid on the treacherous roads. Almost immedi- T the eatly afermoon of Septermber
ately, SP guns knocked out four Shermans from Squadron A, 13/18th Hussars. 12,1944, an American patrol
Squadron B had worse luck; it ran into a determined German counterattack entered Nazi Germany southwest
backed by Tigers at Waldfeucht on January 21. By midday, the Germans had of the ancient city of Aachen.

Three months after the landing at

retaken most of the town from the 5th Kings Own Scottish Borderers Notnandy. the Alles wors finally

(KOSB), and panzers and panzerfausts had set Shermans burning all over the within reach of the enery.
place. Tn one day, the Hussars lost twenty tanks More about this book
On the right, the 43d Infantry attacked on January 20 backed by Churchill 2 reviews
tanks. Resistance in this sector was less determined than elsewhere, and by Wite review
January 24 the division held the ground overlooking the Roer River. The XII Add to my library

Corps had worked its way up to the last German line of defense.
Lieutenant Peter White commanded a platoon of the tough, hard-scrapping

Contents

men in the 4th KOSB, with which the 7th/Sth Royal Scots had drawn the Popular passages
assignment of taking Heinsberg itself. White recalled, “Heinsberg was a largish
place lying on the edge of the valley of the rivers Wiirm and Roer, and right 1 @ subjects

under the heavy guns of the Siegfried Line, a fact that we grew to appreciate
fully before the action was over.™ € Buy this book

‘The 52d Lowland Division Jocks pushed off after midnight on January 24 Zenith Press - Publisher
to.the. accompaniment of Sherman tank encines German azsillery panded =l Amazoncom
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In reference to your inquiry of 28. Dec. 1999, concerning the PzAbt 301 (Fkl): 

Assigned to 6. (SS-)Panzer-Armee and was one of two units with Tiger I's in the Ardennes fightings. 
Theoretically, the PzAbt 301 (Fkl) (CO: Hptm Krämer) had 31 Tiger I/E with 59 B-IV in the 319. PzKp (Fkl). 
Reported strength of the PzAbt 301 (Fkl), as of 16/12/1944 was 27 Tiger I/E with 14 judged to combat ready. 
On 20/12/1944 the PzAbt 301 (Fkl) was attached to the 9. PzDiv. 
At the end of the year, the OB West situation maps indicate the unit, then at the tip of the salient, had 20 operational Tiger I/E's. 
In the withdrawal from the Ardennes, one of its Tiger I/E's was destroyed near Oberwampach, where it was photographed by members of the US 90th I.D.. 

===================================================== 

From an after-action report submitted by Hauptmann Krämer (CO PzAbt 301 (Fkl)) to the General Inspector of Panzer Troops in January/February 1945: 

During the entire employment of the battalion since Nov. 16, due to both tactical and technical reasons, it was not possible to utilize this unit as a funklenk battalion. The battalion was employed exactly as a normal pz bn as a part of a pz div to attack enemy tanks or employed in tank pack of 5 Tigers for mobile defense and counterattacks. The operatons in which the B-IVs were employed, in all cases, resulted in complete failure or at best a partial success. Due to the small number of ‘Lenk-panzer’ (Tigers with control sets) only a few B-IVs could be employed. These were, for the most part, destroyed by heavy enemy fire before reaching their objective. The employment of this expensive equipment is by no means justified by the end result.
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At 1930 hrs Operation Instruction Yo.5 wes issucd outlini
the plan for phas EAGIE to be carricd out at the earliost possiblo -
by & Arnd Bde with wnder command 155 Tnf Bdo.  This, howover, had tc
considerably modified because the main axis of advance of 8 Armd Ble
from ECHT to KONINGSBOSCH was blocked by one of our own derelict tank
which could not be quickly moved as it was still under fire from the
enomy. The not result was that the only other axis of advance,
namely the main 52 (L) Inf Div route - SITTARD - HONGEN - HETIDER,
would have to be usod,  This, however, conflicted with the move of
52 (L) Inf Div arty who worc schéduled to move during tho night into
SARFFELEN ~ HETIDER - STEIN - HAVERT arca, As this arty had in any
t0 move up to this arca to support tho EACLE phese whatover plan was
used, the 8 Arnd Bde plan had to bo scrapped, 157 Inf Bdo wero the:
fore dotailed to capturc BOOKET tho-following morning supportod by t
Div arty, tanks, Crocodiles and Flails, On the night 19/20 Jan, ti
villages of BUSCHEREEIDE 7770 and BROICHHOVEWT6T! wora clesred and tf
whole of tho enemy front line was now firmly in our hands,  KONINGSE
which still harbourod & fow enemy, was &lso cloarod and tho area at
AAN DE SCHOOL 7575 was scourod,  Tho Div arty completed its concontr
uring the night in the SARFFELEN - HEIIDER - HAVERT aroca.

43, 20 Jan, ' The attack on BOCKET was carried out by 6 HLL,
Thoe start was somewhat delayed owing to traffic jams dus to unavoidat
blocks on the main road cavsed by tarcs and other vohicles skidding c
tho very treacherous road surfacc. Resistance was light and tho
oxcellent armd support made tho ontry into tho villago comparatively
easy although mortar fire from the neighbouring villago of HONTEM oa
some casualties while the enomy were still being winkled out of cells
and other places. The capturc of this villege undowbtodly was a nas
blow for tho onomy as it domimatod his switch lino rumning along the
of the villages LAFFELD ~ SELSTEN - HONTEM - FRILINGHOVEN ~ WALDFEUCE
ECHTEREOSGH.  Onc 88 1m was captured and 83 Fil, making & grand total
of 16 officors 584 other ranks through tho Div cage since the operat:
started on 18 Jan,

With the capture of BOCKET it was obviously nocossary to
push homo our advantage by gecuring WAIDFEUCAT whilo the onomy was st
on the wrong foot, 155 Inf Bde was thorefore ordered to securs botk
WALDFEUCHT and ECHTERBOSCH Dy 210600 hours.  If it was snowing and
hindorod the use of artificinl moonlight, the attack cowld be postpor
411 211300 hours. In nddition, 156 Inf Bde woro given the task of
securing SELSTEN by 211500 hours and 157 Inf Bdc HONTEM and -the spu
EAST of FRILINGHOVEN. 52 Recce Regt was given a role of scouring th
Div IEFT flank. Each Bde was givon a proportion of support arms
including Flails and Crocodilos.

Earlior in tho day 4 S04 LI fron 43 Inf Div rolieved
7 CAMERONIANS in FREREWEN, RE opered the main axis road up to the
cross roads SOUTH of BOCKET and also establisnod a water point at
HEILDER. Typhoons atiacked LAFFELD with good reculta, The night
attacks on WAIDFEUOHT and ECHTERBOSCH were succcssful, little opposit
boing encountored, The formor was captured at 0300 hours and the
latter by 0700 hours. .

b, 21 Jan. At about 0630 hours the onemy launched, with
local reserve, an ineffoctive attack against WALDFEUCHT from the
FRILINGHOVEN apce,  This was followod by a much stronger attack of
approximato strength ¢f a bn together with about 15 SP guns and 6
Tiger tanks launchod from the NORTH and dircctod on both VALDFEUCHT a
ECHTERBOSGH. = At the former village the 5 KOSB vore dofending with
threc coys and the romaining coy was at tho latter village, The one
gainod o lodgement in the Eastern part of WALDFEUCHT and one ooy of
the on got cut off from the remainder of the bn, This was chiofly
due %o the close support given by one Tiger tank which had also
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offocted an entry to the village, This tank hod an cxciting bime
roraining in the village for about 3 hours, being harricd RIGHT snd
IEFT by our inf. It could not escape through tWo emtrances aa they
were 501id old brick entrances too narrow for a Tiger to pass through.
imother ontrance had boon blocked by the KOSB.  Scveral shots with
PaTAT and sticky gronades apueercd to have mo cffcct. Tho Tiger wes
asaisted by looal civilians who menaged to indicate tho houses from
which our tps wore atberpting to knock the tamk out, The Tiger more-
1y turned its 88 mn gun on to the edifice mnd one shot generally smeshed
tho house concorned. Tt eventually memaged to cscape by one of the only
entrancos remaining wnder cover of the Gormen inf in the village.

In tho meantimo, two further Tigers arrived on the Zastern
side of tho villago ond almst imwdiately knocked out two of owr o
Shermans bolonging to 13/18 H, plus some other vehiclcs,  Almost at
the samo time, the enti-tonk pl commander of tho bn arrived togother
with two of his six poundor guns on tho outskirte of the villege,
This pl commander knocked both these Tigers out. The position was
graduslly restored in VALDFEUCHT during the rest of the day - and n
relicf forco, consisting of 4 KOSB, arrived by derk, At ECHTERBOSCH
tho onomy attack was dofoated without great difficulty and no real offort
was made lator o get into this place though en armd battlo wes fought
round it for some time. During this battle, Air OPs wore of great
valve and the medium erty was svocessfully directed on sevorel of the
oromy SP guns and tenka.

Altogether, the WAIDFEUGHT action wes a considerable success
for our inf, ormour and the SP guns, A German Operation Order belonging
to 341 Army Aseault Bde was capturcd later in the operation, This
revoalod that the counter sttack force was intonded originally for BOCKET.
Tho attack wes to stert at 0630 hours an 21 Jen with the SL based on
VALDFEUCET.  This probably accounts for the sopowhat confused attack
vhich was put in on WALDFEUCHT itsclf and oxorplifics para 14 (b) of
“ield Marshal MONICOMERY's "Inf Div in Babtlo" which stipulates as one
of tho basic pointe of a setpiece attack, that tho start lino must bo
securo,

On the rest of the 156 Inf Bde front (7 CAMERONIANS) with
orocodiles in support had littlo difficulty in capturing SELSIEN before
ark, vinile 157 Inf Bde (1 GIAS H) with SRY, Flails and Crocodiles in
support, securcd the villages of HONTEM and FRILINGHOVEN. The eromy
switch line, except for the villages of BRAUNSRATH and LAFFELD, was thus
ractically in ow hands, During the day's operations, 3 officors and
38 other ranks P were captwrcd, 52 Recce Rogt took over tho HAVERT -
SCHALERUCH arca from 5 HLI who thon copcentrated in the SAZFFELEN araa.
> HLI rclioved 7 CAMERONIANS during the night, the lattor concontrating
1 BOCKET. 8 Armd Bde, loas SRY, wore concentrated botween VALDFEUCHT
nd KONINGSBOSCH.

Orders woro issued for 157 Inf 3de to capturc LAFFELD and
156 Inf Bio to capturc ERAUNSRATH the following afternoon, Patrols
howevor, had roported the lattcr village being oloar of £ho aomy and as
a result it was occupied by 6 CAMERONIANS during the night with no
opposition.  The enamy made a anall counter attack on SELSTEN Guring
tho night, Tt was casily ropelled,

45 22 Jan, 5 HII with SRY, ono tp of Flails and one tp of
Crocodiles, captured LAFFELD bofore dark with little opposition and with
bhe satisfactory haul of 80 PW.  LOCKEN, the high ground imnedistely

o the EASI, and SCHONDORF werc all cleared during the first fow hours
of dorkness by 156 Inf Bde supportod by sub-units £rom 157 Inf Bde,

\n encircling rovement from the ZAST culmiratod in the capbure of
BSPRINGEN in the early hours of 23 Jan, During thoso nisht operations,
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Tigers on the loose in Waldfeucht, 21 January 1945
5th King's Own Scottish Borderers (5KOSB) of 52nd Lowland Division occupied Waldfeucht during the early hours of January 21st without meeting any serious resistance. At 06:30 in the morning the Germans launched a counterattack of Battalion strength on the village, supported by about 15 SP guns and 6 Tiger tanks. German Artillery began to shell the village heavily. The battle for Waldfeucht was a bitter affair, but 5KOSB stoutly defended the village for 18 hours. Eventually the Germans gained a lodgement in the east of Waldfeucht and B Company of the 5KOSB was cut off. However, the Germans withdrew in evening and the village was secured again by 22 January. The defence of Waldfeucht was the most aggressive and largest counter attack the 52nd Lowland Division experienced in Operation Blackcock.
At 06:30 in the morning of the 21st the Germans launched an ineffectual attack into the east of Waldfeucht from the Frillinghoven area. This first attack was followed by a much stronger attack of Battalion strength from the north. The second attack was supported by about 15 SP guns and 6 Tiger tanks. German Artillery began to shell the village heavily. Four British Sherman Firefly tanks were quickly knocked out at the north east of the village, alerting the Borderers to position two 6-pounder Anti-Tank guns to cover the obvious line of approach. Two Tiger tanks lumbered into the village via this route and cruised towards the A/T- gunners. The gunners held their fire until the range was less than 100 metres and destroyed them both. This may be the only recorded Tiger tank kills by Infantry 6 pounders antitank guns beyond Normandy. What the British did not know was that the Germans had originally been planning to counter attack 6HLI in Bocket and using Waldfeucht as a Line of Departure but had stumbled into 5KOSB instead. An example of what happens when you do not properly secure a Line of Departure (LoD) and the main reason for the initial ineffectual attack. The battle for Waldfeucht was a bitter affair. 5KOSB stoutly defended the village for 18 hours. The Germans gained a lodgement in the East of Waldfeucht and B Company was cut off.*
This was chiefly due to the close support of one Tiger tank which had managed to get itself trapped in the village unable to escape through the solid arched entrances to the village. A relief force of two Companies of 4th KOSB in Kangaroos arrived at great speed via Bocket by 1300hrs to support 5KOSB. The remainder of 4KOSB prepared to counter attack to relive their sister Battalion. However the Germans withdrew that evening and the village was secured again by 22nd Jan.
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Back in the line after Christmas we had to go and rescue a patrol of 4/5th Royal Scots and the Pioneer Platoon of the 4th KOSB who had gone to rescue them got stuck themselves. The method used in those days was to pierce the ground in front of you with the short bayonet to locate the mines, there were no mine detectors then. We started with 8 men in line abreast with the two outside ones unrolling a roll of white tape as we went into the minefield. This tape was to mark a safe route out again; can you imagine trying to follow a white strip that was covered in snow? We all made it back all right though and went on to Geilenkirchen for the next stage called “Operation Blackcock”
On the 21st Jan 45 we went to liberate a small place called Waldfeucht that was just inside the German border and about the size of Kirkcudbright. It was in the dark at 3 am when we started the attack and it was freezing hard and bitterly cold. Once again we had to clear the way in for the tanks and carriers, etc., (the rest of the Batt. came in on Kangaroos,) we did find some mines that we lifted and put to one side. When we reached the town the Germans gone but it was thought that they would return as soon as it was daylight. This was borne out by the civilians down in the cellars that kept asking what time it was and sure enough they returned at dawn. Two Tiger tanks took up position in front of us and one arrived behind us so we sent for our Sherman tanks to come forward and engage them and to drive them off but they refused because the Tigers were far superior to our tanks. It was left to the 6-lb. antitank guns to do what they could. We could see the tanks quite clearly now with the infantry coming in behind them. The antitank guns opened up on the tanks with rapid fire and for about an hour the battle raged; the gunners put the tanks out of action but at the cost of two crews, they put up a great show. The third Tiger got stuck under an arch over the road and was then knocked out. It was at ten o’clock at night when the battle for the village was finished.

176.Infanterie-Division had been formed on 31 October 1944, and included Grenadier-Regiment 1218, 1219 and 1220, totaling six battalions, Fusilier-Bataillon 176, Panzer-Jaeger-Bataillon 176 and Artillerie-Regiment 1178 of four battalions. In September 1944 the division had a strength of seven thousand men, most of whom were of poor quality; one battalion consisted of men with serious hearing maladies, two comprised Luftwaffe personnel, while many others in the ranks were convalescents and semiinvalids. In spite of this, the division fought in the Battle of Maastricht, at Arnhem during Operation Market-Garden, and along the Roer River. It was actually refitting and reequipping during the Battle of the Bulge. 183.Infanterie-Division had come into existence on 15 September 1944, having been formed from the so-called Dollersheim-Schatten-Division of the 31st Wave, and included Grenadier-Regiment 330, 343 and 351, each of two battalions, as well as Artillerie-Regiment 219 of four battalions. The composition of the division was enhanced on 19 October 1944 by the absorption of XVI.Landwehr-Festungs-Bataillon and Festungs-MG-Bataillon 42. Much of the division was made up of raw and ill-trained Austrians; it was engaged in the Siegfried Line battles and at Aachen, and near the end of November Grenadier-Regiment 330 was annihilated at Geilenkirchen[image: image6.bmp]
